
CHINA CUSTOMS REQUIREMENT

CHANGES: IMPORTANT MESSAGES

1. These requirements will be mandatory by 1st January 2011 for 
dutiable shipments to all destinations in China

2. China Customs requirement for the CR Number is mandatory for 
imports and exports of all China shipments (except documents).

3. China Customs requirement for the HS Code for import and export 
declarations is mandatory to facilitate the clearance process.

Importer and Exporter Customs Registration Number (“CR Number”)
� All importers and exporters in China are required to register with Customs 

authorities for an importer or exporter Customs Registration number (“CR 

Number”). This CR Number is to be indicated on customs declaration forms of all 

shipments, except for documents and personal effects (limited to unaccompanied 
luggage, C2C shipments).

Harmonized System Codes (“HS Code”) 

� All shipments, with the exception of documents, being exported from/imported 

into China will require a Harmonized System code (“HS Code) to be indicated on 

customs declaration forms.



USEFUL INFORMATION FOR YOU

AND YOUR TRADING PARTNERS IN CHINA

The Ideal Commercial Invoice

(Where to Indicate the CR Number and HS Code)

Description needs to be 

detailed, material and 

component should be 

included if possible

Incoterm will determine 

whether insurance and  freight 

cost should be added for 

duty/VAT calculation 

Consignee’s Customs 

Registration no. is 

mandatory for import 
clearance into China

Selling price should 

be true and realistic

Inclusion of correct HS 
code will help to clear 

customs more efficiently

It’s necessary to keep 

the same currency 

code on invoice



USEFUL INFORMATION FOR YOU

AND YOUR TRADING PARTNERS IN CHINA

LIST OF RECOMMENDED IMPORTER OF RECORD (IOR) &
EXPORTER OF RECORD (EOR) IN CHINA



USEFUL INFORMATION FOR YOU

AND YOUR TRADING PARTNERS IN CHINA

LIST OF COMMON COMMODITIES SHIPPED TO CHINA & HS CODES

Notes: 
1. The above list provides only a reference guide for general commodity categories. 

Documentation for shipments must include an accurate and detailed description to assist in 
Customs clearance.

2. De minimis Shipment (Cat 2): China Customs accepts 8-digit HS Codes which ends with 00
3. Informal Clearance (Cat 3): China Customs accepts 8-digit HS Codes which ends with 00
4. Formal Clearance (Cat 4): China Customs requires 10-digit HS Codes


